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Abstract 


An experiment was performed investigating the effect of two fac- 
torially designed manipulations on the developmental course (cross- 
sectionally) of conceptual behavior. The task examined at three grade 
levels (grade two, seven and twelve) was the solution of an exclusive 
disjunctive rule problem. The two experimental manipulations designed 
to facilitate the solution of this task was a type of logical pretraining, 
truth-table classification pretraining, and an artificial memory aid 
which provided to the subject previously presented task information. 

The results showed that both experimental manipulations improved 
performance for all grade levels, with the larger effects occurring at 
the lower grade levels. The combination of the two conditions: improved 
the performance of the grade two subjects to that of the grade twelve sub- 
jects in terms of an overall measure of performance, trials to criterion. 
However, in spite of such overt improvements for the lower grades due to 
the experimental manipulations, there were qualitative differences in the 
way the three grade levels solved the task regardless of experimental 
condition. 

The results were interpreted as supporting approaches that con- 
sider conceptual development to be primarily influenced by learning, al- 
though some limitations to such an interpretation were considered in view 
of the observed qualitative grade differences in the solution of the task. 
An additional conclusion concerned the developmental progression in the 
manipulation of symbols, where a finding contrary to expectations from 


Piagetian theory was obtained. 
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Introduction 


The present experiment is an attempt to extend the understanding 
of the normal development of conceptual behavior and to suggest some ways 
in which this normal development can be manipulated. Specifically, the 
study is concerned with the development of one efficient strategy of sol- 
ving conceptual problems and the increase with age in memory for relevant 
information in concept learning. 

Conceptual behavior can be defined (Kendler, 1964) as the classifi- 
cation of objects or events into categories that have some set of proper- 
ties or characteristics in common, which makes the objects 'similar' to 
the subject. The similarity of these objects can best be characterized 
as 'psychological' similarity that ‘binds the members of one class to 
another' (Elkind, 1969). This view of concepts is based on the idea of 
common features or the intersection of common properties among the exem- 
plars of a concept. When a subject learns a concept he is, according to 
this view, seeking for invariant properties among the various exemplars. 

One alternative view of concepts is that they are not based on the 
reductive process of seeking common properties among the exemplars, but 
that it involves the abstraction from the exemplars of a set of rules 
that specify the concept (Bransford, 1970). A concept in this alternate 
view is conceived to be composed of a set of symbols, and a set of rules 
for the specific combination of the symbols. This is a generative view 
of concepts in the sense that given the symbols and the rules (intension 
of the concept) all instances of a particular concept (extension of the 


concept) can be generated. This latter generative view of concepts 
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derives from Cassirer (1923) and has been recently utilized by Langer 
(1970) and Furth et al. (1970). The essence of a concept in this view is 
not the common features of the various exemplars of the concept but the 
rule system that can generate these exemplars. The rule system can be 
viewed analogously to the rule system used to generate a grammatical sen- 
tence as proposed by Chomsky (1957). 

The present study approaches conceptual behavior from the ‘inter- 
section’ approach to concepts as proposed by Bourne (1969b). This approach 
has been criticized for lacking in the specification of ‘enabling' struc- 
tures (Newell, 1969), and for neglecting the intentional properties of 
concepts (Elkind, 1969; Furth et al., 1970). Bourne has stated his prefer- 
ence for an analysis of conceptual behavior that relies on descriptive 
rules or regularities of behavior. Newell criticized this approach because 
he felt that it is also important to consider the psychological structures 
that enable the observed behavior to be produced. According to Newell, 
the specification of such enabling structures adds insight to the under- 
standing of the observed behavior. Bourne (1969b) has however pointed out 
that the 'intersection' approach can provide a theoretical model of con- 
ceptual behavior which is based on observed regularities or rules of be- 
havior, but which does not necessarily imply intervening hypothetical 
processes which control such behavior. 

The study of the development of conceptual skills has to a large 
extent been initiated through structural approaches to cognitive develop- 
ment by Piaget and Werner (Langer, 1970), who have tended to minimize the 
role of learning in conceptual behavior. The proponents of the inter- 
section approach on the other hand consider learning to be a major process 


in the development of conceptual skills (Bourne et al., 1971, p. 244), and 
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3. 
the experimental paradigm of this approach to concept learning lends it- 
self to a learning analysis of such development. 

The development of concept learning ability normally proceeds over 
several years. Large increases in performance have been found for the age 
interval of five to twelve years, with smaller increases for older subjects 
(e.g., King, 1969; Snow and Rabinovitch, 1969; Eimas, 1969; Bourne and 0' 
Banion, 1971). Two factors that have been thought to underlie these per- 
formance increments are: (1) age-related changes in strategies of dealing 
with information and (2) changes in memory processes. Since the theoretical 
ideas of the role of these two factors in concept learning have come from 
studies using adult subjects, these studies will be reviewed before con- 
sidering developmental aspects of concept learning. 

The type of task used in studying concept learning can best be under- 
stood through a description of the experimental procedure involved. In 
the typical concept learning experiment by Bourne the subject is confronted 
with a set of stimuli which are divided arbitrarily by the experimenter 
into two classes: instances and noninstances of the concept. The classi- 
fication rule for dividing stimuli into instances and noninstances may 
involve the dimensions of the stimulus set and rules of relating the attri- 
butes of these dimensions. The subject's task is to discover the basis of 
the scheme for classifying stimuli into instances and noninstances and to 
place each stimulus into one of these two categories. This kind of con- 
ceptual behavior is economical and efficient, since it allows one to code 
many diverse things into fewer categories and thereby simplify the under- 
standing of the environment to some degree. 

Concept learning can be divided into attribute and rule learning, or 


the combined learning of both of these. Attributes are the points on the 
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dimensions of the concept, while the rules are the logical connections 
between various attributes. In attribute learning the subject's task is 
to identify the relevant attributes, while in rule learning he has to 
determine which particular rule is involved. Representative conceptual 
rules are described in Table 1, and assignment of stimulus patterns to 
response categories (positive or negative) for some of these rules are 
presented in Table 2. 

Bourne (1967), in studying the rule learning aspect of concept learn- 
ing, has found that adult subjects that solve ech problems efficiently, 
or practiced subjects, use what could be described analytically as a 
truth-table strategy. This is a strategy of coding the entire stimulus 
population into four classes depending on the presence (or truth-value) or 
absence (or false-value) of the relevant attributes. So for example, the 
truth-table classification of a set of stimuli involving the two relevant 
attributes "red" and "square" would involve the following classifications: 
items that are both "red" and "square", or "True and True", items that are 
"red", but not "square", or "True and False", items that are not "red", 
but "square", or "False and True", and items that are neither "red" nor 
"square", or "False and False". For a subject to use this scheme properly 
would mean that he is correctly attending to the two relevant attributes, 
and that he is able to collapse over irrelevant variations of the stimuli. 
Irrelevant variations of the stimuli have no effect on the truth value of 
a stimulus or on the classification of a stimulus into instances or non- 
instances. 

Once the subject has conceptually reduced the stimulus population 


to these four classes, it is then only a matter of associating a particular 
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class of stimuli with either a positive or a negative label to respond 
correctly on the conceptual task. 

The evidence for the existence and effectiveness of the truth-table 
strategy has come from inter-rule transfer experiments (Bourne, 1967), and 
from experiments in which the subjects were actually instructed in truth- 
table classifications (Dodd, et al., 1971), The kind of rules that are 
typically employed are disjunctive, conjunctive, conditional, and bicon- 
ditional rules. These rules determine the various ways in which the four 
categories of the truth-table are assigned either as positive or negative 
instances of the concept. Theoretically, if the subject is given the 
relevant attributes, and if he understands these rules, he should require 
at the most one error for the placement of each truth-table category, since 
for any one rule the combination of positive and negative categories is 
unique. Bourne has found that in the first few problems of the inter-rule 
transfer experiments subjects often make more than one error for each of 
these stimulus categories, but that after several such problems the subject 
is able to solve the conceptual task with one or less errors per category. 
In experiments where the subject receives instructions in the truth-table 
strategy, subjects will often solve the task with a minimum number of errors.- 

Assuming a truth-table strategy, one variable that would be expected 
to affect the performance on rule learning tasks would be memory for rele- 
vant information. At the very least, the subject would be required to 
remember the outcome of two to four classes of stimulus configurations 
before he is able to solve the problem. While with practice the subject 
can usually perform adequately in this situation, at earlier stages the 
memory for previous instances seems to be poor. For this reason any con- 


dition that aids the subject's memory should facilitate performance, 
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especially in the early stages of learning. Some experiments have shown 
that providing the subject with past instances as well as their outcomes 
by a memory aid significantly raises their performance on concept learning 
problems (Bourne, et al., 1969; Denny, 1969 and Pishkin, 1967). 

An additional finding in these experiments was that the memory aid 
decreased the differences in difficulty between easy and difficult rules, 
which suggests that one reason why some rules are initially more dit ficult 
than others is that some stimuli and their outcomes for the harder rules 
are more difficult to remember than in the easy rule situation. In other 
words, certain stimulus-outcome configurations are more difficult to re- 
tain than others. 

These kinds of data seem to indicate that the efficient solution of 
concept learning tasks requires the subject to code the stimulus popula- 
tion into the four categories of the truth-table. With such a reduction, 
solving the task can be considered a 4 - 2 item paired-associate task. 
Chumbley (1972) has presented a theory of concept learning which simi- 
larly divides concept learning into two component processes. Inetnis 
theory the learner is seen as initially determining the relevant attri- 
butes which is followed by a paired-associate stage. According to the 
theory the subject first attempts to determine which dimensions and attri- 
butes are relevant, and then pairs the various stimulus classes (which may 
be the categories of the truth-table) with the appropriate response cate- 
gories. 

Prior to the efficient operation of the truth-table strategy there 
are reliable differences in difficulty among conceptual problems based on 


the various rules. Typically the order of difficulty goes from conjunctive, 
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to disjunctive, to conditional, and to biconditional. The biconditional 
rule is the hardest to master and usually requires about twice as many 
trials to criterions as any other rule. A typical score in a biconditional 
rule learning task involving four trinary dimensions might be about 60 
trials to solution (Bourne, 1967). For a disjunctive task it could be 
less than half of that. However, once the truth-table strategy has been 
mastered, either by direct tutoring or through inter-rule transfer, these 
initial differences among the rules are essentially eliminated. The be- 
havior on conceptual problems at this stage appears to be directed by a 
set of rules that lead to the minimum number of instances to solve a 
particular problem. 

Bourne has shown that the truth-table strategy that adults often 
exhibit in the inter-rule transfer experiments and in the truth-table 
pretraining experiments is less likely to be displayed by children. Ina 
study illustrating this trend Bourne (1969a) gave adults and children of 
varying ages first several conceptual problems based on four basic rules, 
and then a sorting task based on the four categories of the truth-table. 
The results of the rule learning task showed the expected superiority of 
the older subjects. The adults solved the conjunctive rule learning task 
in fewer trials to criterion than the younger subjects. In the later 
sorting task the subject was given the two relevant attributes, and asked 
to sort the stimuli into four categories which were not specified. A 
correction procedure was used allowing the subject to observe the correct 
placements of stimuli. For the adults the previous rule learning 
experience greatly affected the performance on the truth-table sorting 


task, which can be taken as evidence that adult subjects evolved a 
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truth-table approach through the multiple rule learning. For the chil- 
dren, however, especially the younger ones, there were some transfer 
effects from the prior rule learning, but the effect was not very strong. 
Unlike the adults, the children made repeated errors in the placements of 
stimuli in each of the four categories. This seems to indicate that the 
younger subjects did not generally acquire the truth-table strategy in 

the prior rule learning situation. The reason for this lack of transfer 
effects could be that the rule learning task was not too well suited for 
the acquisition of the truth-table strategy for these young children. 

The younger subjects probably were deficient, at the end of rule learning, 
in some of the basic skills necessary for the truth-table strategy; in 
addition to this deficit, there were high memory requirements in this task 
which were probably too great for the younger children to function well. 

These two ways which could have led to the poorer performance of 
the younger subjects are inter-related in the sense that poor memory in 
this case may be partially a function of the lack of the’ truth-table 
strategy. Not only does a well-learned truth-table strategy facilitate 
in the logical elimination of various alternate rules in the rule learning 
task, but it should also facilitate the remembering of previous instances 
and their outcomes. 

The impositions of the truth-table strategy on the stimulus set 
should facilitate the remembering of previous instances and their outcomes 
because it allows the subject to partition the stimulus set into the four 
categories of the truth table and to recall items by categories. This 
means that while overall recall should be improved, the greatest value, 


in terms of memory, of this strategy is that it focuses the subject's 
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attention to the relevant aspects of the categories. In effect, recall 
for relevant information should be improved. 

This kind of selective memory has actually been reported by Tra- 
basso and Bower (1964) who found that when adult subjects were asked to 
recall previous items in a conceptual task, they typically recalled par- 
tial stimulus specifications. The important thing, however, in this study 
was that the partial information that was recalled was relevant to the 
concept being used. 

In general, categorized items are more easily remembered than dis- 
crete and unrelated items. This effect holds for adults and to some extent 
as well for children, and the increase in amount of recall for related 
items is often several times larger than for unrelated items (Bousfield, 
1953; Mandler, 1967). Subjects usually free-recall and produce related 
items by the categories they have perceived during the learning (or also 
the production) of the list. The recited list in such a task contains 
clusters of related items. 

The performance of children in free-recall tasks has been shown to 
differ from that of adult subjects in terms of the degree of clustering. 
Children produce less clustering than adults, and for very young children 
(below the age of five to six years) there is sometimes no clustering at 
all (Neimark, et al., 1971; Rossi and Wittrock, 1971). Since the degree 
of clustering is strongly related to amount recalled, it is on the basis 
of this factor alone that a large proportion of the differences in recall 
associated with developmental level can be accounted for. 

Related to this developmental trend in clustering is the finding 


that if the memory process is separated into acquisitions, storage, and 
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retrieval, differences in memory performance between adults and children 
are located primarily in the acquisition stage. Belmont and Butterfield 
(1968) separated forgetting from acquisition and retrieval processes by 
providing retention tests at several time intervals after the presenta- 
tion of the stimulus material. Their rationale for this separation was 
that a retention test immediately after the presentation of the stimulus 
material provides measures for acquisition and retrieval processes, and 
that later tests provide information about forgetting. Several studies 
(Belmont, 1967; Belmont and Butterfield, 1968) have presented evidence 
that for subjects aged 8 - 20 years, and for both verbal and perceptual 
material, there are no differences in the slope of the forgetting curves 
for the different age groups. If the level of acquisition of material is 
controlled, then the different age groups forget the material at the same 
rate over time. In further studies, Belmont and Butterfield (1968) have 
shown that obtained age differences in memory may be primarily due to 
differences in acquisition strategies. In one of their experiments the 
subject's task was to memorize the serial position of items in a nine 
item list. Following the self-paced learning of the list the subject had 
to indicate the serial position of a test item. The apparatus was set up 
to record several responses of the subject, including temporal variables 
such as the self-pacing during learning, and the latency to respond to 
items. On the basis of hesitation patterns (in the learning stage) and 
corroboration by verbal reports it was found that college students learned 
the lists usually in chunks of three items. Students younger than thir- 
teen years however appeared to learn the items individually. 


These data by Belmont suggest that a major cause for observed memory 
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differences between children and adults is that the adults apply various 
organizations, in the acquisition stage, on the material to be recalled. 
Children, however, are more likely to remember such material in terms of 
discrete entities. Similar data has been reported by Flavell, Fredricks, 
and Hoyt (1970) in a study characterizing developmental changes in memori- 
zation processes in young subjects ranging in age from the nursery school 
to grade four level. Ina serial recall task this study found that the 
younger subjects differed from the older ones primarily in terms of the 
level and kind of activities accompanying memorization: the younger sub- 
jects made fewer naming and anticipation responses, and also showed less 
active rehearsal. These studies show that a major difference in memory 
processes between adults and children occurs during acquisition, where 
adults (and older children) have learned to utilize strategies and tech- 
niques to organize and simplify diverse information and to actively 
rehearse the material. Such a view of adult remembering is consonant with 
current studies of recalling verbal material over short term intervals. 
For example, Waugh (1972) has identified selective rehearsal and reorgani- 
zation of stimuli as some of the active processes of organizations occur- 
ring in the remembering of a list of words. 

Of course, there are developmental differences in memory due to 
other developmental factors, as can be seen by the fact that digit recall 
on the Wechsler Intelligence Scale (Wechsler, 1949) is a reliable item for. 
the determination of mental age indices. But for the age range of 6 - 16 
years, these differences are smaller than the kind of differences associ- 
ated with the factors discussed above. | 


If there are demonstrable developmental differences in memory 
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processes in verbal learning tasks, there may also be such differences 

in concept learning tasks, which involve memory processes. When a subject 
solves a concept learning problem he typically utilizes information from 
previous stimuli. The solution of attribute and rule learning conceptual 
problems could conceivably occur without memory for specific stimulus out- 
come information. Early theories of concept learning (Bower and Trabasso, 
1964a; Restle, 1962) assumed such a situation. These theories were char- 
acterized as "no memory" theories of concept learning since they assumed 
that a subject could solve a conceptual problem without remembering any 
previous instance and its outcome. These theories stated that a subject 
would randomly guess (on the basis of the perceived dimensions of the 
Stimulus population) at a hypothesis and respond to stimuli according to 
this hypothesis until he encountered an error. Following an error trial 
the subject would again randomly select another possible hypothesis. This 
process of hypothesis testing would continue until the subject selected 
the correct hypothesis and thus would make no further errors. 

Subsequent studies (e.g., Trabasso and Bower, 1964) however have 
shown that subjects do remember and utilize previous stimulus-outcome 
information when solving attribute learning tasks. Other studies testing 
the "no memory" assumption have shown that misinformation feedback decreases 
performance (e.g., Erickson, 1968), and that subjects perform poorer when 
they have to solve several conceptual tasks simultaneously (e.g., Restle 
and Emmerick, 1966). These kind of studies can be interpreted as indi- 
cating that typically subjects use some limited information about previous 
events in conceptual tasks, and that any manipulation to interfere (via 


misinformation or multiple tasks) with the remembering of this information 
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hampers concept learning. One reaction to these kind of data was a model 
of concept learning by Trabasso and Bower (1968) in which the subject is 
seen as remembering nothing but the most recent stimulus. Such a ‘local 
consistency’ model still however does not account for data which show 
that subjects remember more about previous events than just the preceding 
stimulus (e.g., Cahill and Hovland, 1960). 

Most current theories of concept learning view the subject as sol- 
ving a conceptual task through a hypothesis testing procedure, as proposed 
by Bruner, Goodnow, and Austin (1956). According to such hypothesis test- 
ing theories (e.g., Restle, 1962; Hunt, 1962), the subject solves a con- 
ceptual problem by evaluating various alternative guesses of the correct 
categorization rule. Such guesses are guided by information contained in 
previous stimulus and outcome events. 

Hypothesis testing models of concept learning that assume some 
limited memory for preceding events appear more plausible than the “no 
memory" models in view of studies that show the subject retaining and 
utilizing prior instance information. These models differ in terms of how 
much remembered information they ascribe to the subject. However, the 
efficient adult subject remembers and utilizes more than simply the out- 
come of a trial according to current theories of concept learning CetG.s 
Williams, 1971). In order to attain the solution of a conceptual task the 
subject is assumed to make inferences about the solution from previously 
presented instances. Such inferences are not likely to be random guesses, 
but are based on the information contained in the preceding events. Of 
course, memory for previous stimulus-outcome information is not considered 


to be perfect, but even partially retained information can narrow down the 
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number of likely solutions. Support for such a view of the role of memory 
in concept learning derives from studies using artificial memories, where 
preceding stimuli and their outcomes are kept within view of the subject 
(e.g., Bourne, et al., 1969; Pishkin, 1967). In these studies the visual 
availability of previously presented information (which obviated remem- 
bering such information) improves performance on conceptual tasks. 

Since the efficient solution of conceptual problems requires some 
memory for preceding events, how do adults and younger subjects retain 
such information? At present studies on the role of memory in concept 
learning have not specifically examined how subjects remember such infor- 
mation. One model with assumptions about memory processes in concept 
learning has been proposed by Williams (1971). The model specifies that 
selected stimulus information is retained in a buffer store of short dur- 
ation, and that information about tested hypothesis is retained in a | 
separate store of longer duration. This model however fails to consider 
and specify how stimulus and outcome information is retained and utilized 
beyond the short interval of a buffer storage. Bourne has suggested that 
further studies in this area are necessary: "We suspect that in the 
future, investigators of concept learning will begin to turn their atten- 
tion to the strategies and techniques that subjects possess or acquire 
for retaining solution-relevant information over time" (Bourne, Ekstrand, 
and Dominowski, 1971, p. 237). 

One major purpose of the present study is to evaluate the utility 
of one such strategy that subjects acquire developmental ly that may be an 
aid for retaining solution-relevant information in concept learning. 


Studies on developmental changes in memory (e.g., Belmont and Butterfield, 


ayarik 5h ferortia feu zarbust2 mov? 2s 
3 
J29td < WSTV i : 2718 2S5iGd *rons 
(every or gear? t P omtaneky 28% viet G Sz 
J f \ dj f j ; ey q ‘ ewOT y S 










ete8s [oeutaesano> ao sonsiriotisa 26vo an iortsarrotar daue ootred 
uUpsy 2NSidorq | guiqe5 ; ufoe tnorTsrits ons conte . 


BY esostdue Tepnvoy bis 2tlube ob Won (etneve pafbeosiq Wer am onsm : 


(yore To : . O edibute dnsesiq 7A Saordenvetak an 


= 


- ~ > oO¢ : * r 
iv : > c 
~The Q (te 
& fii Rheol) ss | c 6, ant t Ve 
a . ) - ) ST0F2 
. (5 2ulunic2e won ytroage Baw 
4 of - 9 : , 
. : rode st breved 
edt 4 ; 1 6 2f eoTby ut 
ie a976 erm estbude qanidy 


+ a = " fae se aa 
-netts tune tw ontayssl tqsoria to eofeptteavab 7 


? 5 5 é Care J IOs SPI JVSSVAF aust 
7 









~ o on “ + ie 
c : Lid nel i Sf psinwe Sng oF 










ebngys2 43 DUT (08). "anit rev nortenroins Inevelay-qerulce. o 
: | (VES. -q ANGE af i ewortem 00.4 bn 
: — waa } : Q 4 , 
NAT haa ents Stsultvs oF zt -vhuse - 











Hns2sqg ent. ta “ar totem ang 
M | z . - ba) 
bod an Beene, ee: & up E Htoaiave ait saleable flow 

v7 Moa ; 


- —~ a's " v) bt 4 pri Ente Bos 
MEE aS 


ow wiea ae ' - Pe E 
: ATT OR t Bh > ieee Vote eT), Ti 





Tie 
1968; Flavell, Fredricks, and Hoyt, 1970; Neimark, Slotnick, and Ulrick, 
1971; Rossi and Wittrock, 1971) have pointed to organizational and re- 
hearsal factors as major determiners of developmental differences in 
memory. These studies have shown that older children and adults have 
ready strategies for actively organizing material to be recalled, while 
young children often lack such strategies. One kind of strategy that 
can conceivably provide an organizing structure for the remembering of 
solution-relevant information in concept learning tasks is the truth- 
table strategy. In the typical concept learning experiments the total 
stimulus set often consists of up to 100 stimuli - the various combinations 
of several binary or trinary stimulus dimensions. By partitioning these 
various stimuli into four or fewer truth-table categories, subjects who 
use this strategy should benefit in terms of facilitated recall of infor- 
mation about previously presented stimuli and outcomes necessary to solve 
the eoreen tal problem. 

Studies on developmental changes in memory have shown that young 
children's recall is considerably poorer than older subjects primarily 
because of a deficit in organizational strategies. Such developmental 
recall differences, while they have not specifically been shown there, 
can reasonably be expected for the memory requirements involved in solving 
conceptual tasks. Also, developmental studies by Bourne (1969a) have in- 
dicated that young subjects generally lack the truth-table strategy when 
solving conceptual rule learning problems, while older subjects often 
exhibit the utilization of this strategy. Since these two component 
activities, recall of solution-relevant information about previously 


presented items, and the truth-table strategy, have been shown to 
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characterize the efficient solution by adults of complex conceptual 
tasks, it is proposed that the demonstrated deficit of these two compo- 
nent activities in young children accounts for a large proportion of the 
observed performance differences in complex conceptual behavior that are 
associated with age. 

The present study was designed to evaluate the proposed develop- 
mental relationship between two component activities, truth-table classi- 
fication and recall of solution-relevant information, and performance on 
conceptual rule learning tasks. The main purposes of the study were to 
determine: (1) the developmental changes that occur in the role of these 
component activities in concept learning, and (2) the extent to which the 
conceptual performance of the younger subjects could be improved to the 
level of that of the adult subjects through manipulation of the component 
activities. 

The study was carried out with subjects at three developmental 
levels; grade two, seven and twelve. Truth-table classification ability 
was manipulated in this study by a short training program designed for the 
acquisition of this strategy. All subjects either received this pre- 
training or 'dimensional' pretraining which familiarized the subjects with 
the dimensions of the stimulus set in order to provide perceptual exper- 
jence with the stimuli equivalent to the truth-table pretraining. Memory 
for previous events was manipulated by an artificial memory aid which 
displayed the information of previous trials. With such an aid (in the 
‘memory aid' condition) the subject has visual access to all previously 
presented stimuli and their categorizations, and without this aid (in the 


'no memory aid' condition) the subject had to rely on his own memory for 
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19. 
such information. The conceptual task in the present experiment was a 
rule learning task based on the exclusive-disjunctive rule. From this 
design several general expectations about the outcome of the study were 
derived on the basis of the results of prior experiments, Bourne et al.'s 
(1971) model of concept learning, and the proposed developmental relation- 
ship of two component activities of concept learning and performance on 
conceptual tasks. 

An exclusive-disjunctive rule learning task is of intermediate 
difficulty (Denny, 1969), and consequently was expected to be of consider- 
able difficulty for the youngest (grade two) subjects in the present study. 
It was therefore expected that there would be an increase in performance 
(as measured by trials to criterion) as the grade level of the subjects 
increases. Such a developmental increase in performance is an obvious 
expectation and has been reported for a variety of conceptual rule learning 
tasks and ages (e.g., Bourne and O'Banion, 1971). 

Previous studies on the effect of truth-table pretraining have indi- 
cated facilitory effects on conceptual performance for adults (Dodd et al., 
1971) as well as for children (Bourne, 1969a). For young children (mean 
age of 5.5 years) this effect is small or non-existent, but children aged 
about 7.5 years benefit from such pretraining. On the basis of these 
Studies it was expected that the truth-table pretraining would increase 
the performance of all subjects, including the lowest grade level group, 
whose mean age was 7.8 years. 

The effect of the artificial memory aid was expected to depend on an 
interaction with grade level and type of pretraining. While for the grade 


twelve subjects the memory aid was expected to faciliate performance, as 
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has been indicated in previous studies (e.g., Bourne, Ekstrand, and 
Montgomery, 1969), for the grade two students the memory aid alone was 
not expected to significantly increase performance on the conceptual task. 
The reason for this expected lack of facilitation of the memory aid is that 
the grade two subjects are thought (on the basis of the present analysis) 
to lack the kind of organizational skills necessary for the evaluation and 
use of the displayed stimulus set. In other words, the various colors, 
sizes, and shapes of the stimuli are likely to overwhelm and confuse, at 
least initially, rather than aid in the solution of the problem. However, 
the prior truth-table training should provide the child with the necessary 
skills to impose some order on this multidimensional stimulus array and 
enable him to utilize the memory aid efficiently. 

Finally, it was expected that the joint effect of the truth-table 
pretraining and the memory aid will increase the conceptual performance of 
the younger children to that of the grade twelve subjects. If the con- 
ceptual performance of the younger subjects who have had both the truth- 
table pretraining and the memory aid approaches the level of performance 
of the adult subjects in this condition, then it may be concluded that 
these two variables are the ones primarily involved in the age-related 
performance differences in conceptual rule learning. 

These general expectations of the outcomes of the study make certain 
assumptions about the nature of cognitive development, particularly in 
the area of conceptual development. They imply that (1) this kind of 
behavior can be conceptually separated into broad component activities, 
(2) these component activities follow a determinable developmental course, 


and (3) the developmental course of the component activities can be 
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21) 
altered by experimental manipulations. Piaget (1953) has to a large 
extent initiated the current interest in cognitive development, especially 
in the area of conceptual development. His view on cognitive development 
however is that the development of cognitive skills cannot be signifi- 
cantly altered by special training procedures. According to Piaget, while 
Such training may lead to local improvements in the performance of a par- 
ticular skill, gains are only short-term and do not generalize to other 
related skills. Because of these different expectations about the effect 
of special training on conceptual development, the outcome of the present 
study may have implications on the issue of the role of learning and 


experience in conceptual development. 















ape s ot 2d (£200) teper) .2notdeluqhnem Tetnomiwsque qd bays Vig 
) 43¢ vie. 


vilsiosezs ,inamaolevsb avitirpoa ni Jzsvetnr Insiwwo 9As OSTSTIONT FAIRS 
; a 
; : a ae ie ult nse ie + we 
gnsmqofeveb svtttipos no wety erH .tnemgolsveb. [svtqsonoa To so%6 OAd He 
a ee a non to tasmaefaveh sft fend et svawon 
“ nor2 ad sonneo 2etlix2 svrtinpos to IHsngersvsi > JEM e mon 
: of 8 
‘ riw s06°9 OF ¢ ; 952 2975110990 rAT BY, is ’ vg 219s (6 yion 
-"5o £ to JIN EMIOTIG 3 ne = Gi vo" : ~f 30} 37 DE V6 rripaine a 
sito oF ssfistsnsp fou ob { j- f2 vino ets ZF > , ff tle vss g 
- 
- , | Si. Pp % r 
tastts ad) Suods fFhI9Sq 54 23/1) elltde betsle 
a 
. 7 
Sid. Vo. smioog ant noma isb [outcasnoa no prtntass tsroede Ww 
bas patntset to efoy afd to suect on? no 2notdsot tome sved Yam bude 


en te, , 


af ) [autqeonos af sarehteqie. 





Method 


Subjects 


The subjects were 120 students from the Edmonton Public School 
system. There were 40 grade two students ranging in age from 7.4 to 8.3 
years (mean age: 7.8 years; SD = 0.3), 40 grade seven students ranging in 
age from 12.0 to 13.9 years (mean age: 12.9 years; SD = 0.6), and 40 grade 
twelve students ranging in age from 16.6 to 20.3 years (mean age: 17.9 
years; SD = 0.8). The subjects were selected from three schools located 
in lower middle class and middle class residential districts. The schools 
were Avonmore and Parkview Elementary and Junior High Schools and Harry 
Ainlay High School. Since no attempt was made to equate the three schools 
in terms of the socio-economic level of its students other than the approxi- 
mate designation 'lower middle to middle class', it is possible that there 
may be some bias inherent in the results of the study. It may be that the 
grade twelve students came from a higher socio-economic background than the 
grade two and seven subjects, who came from two schools in different parts 
of the city. The most likely source of the differences would be differences 
in general intelligence, since high IQ subjects have been shown to perform 
better on conceptual tasks than low IQ subjects (Denny, 1966). However, if 
differences in IQ as a result of differences in socio-economic levels were 
present in the three schools, they are believed to be slight, since the 
differences in socio-economic levels between the schools were not very great. 

Within each grade, assignment to the four experimental conditions was 
by random selection procedures with one restriction being that an equal 
number of boys and girls were chosen for each experimental condition. All 


the students in each grade level were numbered (the first person on the 


class lists were assigned the number 1, the second person on the class list 
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23, 
the number 2, etc.), and then with a table of random numbers 40 subjects 
in each grade level were selected with the restriction that there were 20 
boys and 20 girls. These randomly selected students were then divided into 
the four experimental groups within each grade level by assigning the first 
selected student to the first experimental group, the second student to the 
second group, etc., according to the patterna-b-c-d-d-c-b-a, 
etc. Again the restrictions in this assignment was that there were an equal 
number of boys and girls in each of the four experimental conditions. One 
grade two subject was excluded because she was unable to complete the train- 


ing condition. 


Design and Procedure 


The design of the study was a three-way factorial in which the in- 
dependent (and organismic) variables were memory load conditions (two 
levels: memory-aid [M] and 'no memory-aid' [N], pretraining (two levels: 
truth-table pretraining [T] and dimensional pretraining (D], and grade 
level (three levels: grade two [2], seven [7], and twelve [12]). This 
factorial design created twelve independent groups each with ten randomly 
assigned subjects. 

The twelve experimental groups can be mnemonically identified by the 
letters and numbers presented above in brackets after each attribute name. 
For example, the grade two subjects that were in the memory aid and dimen- 
sional pretraining conditions are identified by the abbreviation 2MD, with 
grade level being the first index, memory conditions being the second index, 
and pretraining condition being the third index. Thus, the twelve groups 
can be identified in the following manner: 2MT, 2MD, 2NT, 2ND; 7MT, 7MD, 
7NT, 7ND: 12MT, 12MD, 12NT, and 12ND. 
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24. 

The experiment contained three consecutive tasks: a pretraining 
task (i.e., truth-table or dimensional pretraining), the practice rule 
learning task of a conceptual problem based on the conjunctive rule, and 
the rule learning task of a conceptual problem based on the exclusive dis- 
junctive rule. Each of these tasks will be described separately and con- 
secutively. 

Each subject performed individually in the experiment. The time re- 
quired for administration of the complete experimental procedure ranged 
between 15 - 50 minutes. The experiment was carried out at the three schools. 
Every subject received general instructions about the task indicating that 
it was a card sorting task, and describing the three values on each of the 
four geometric dimensions. Subjects receiving dimensional pretraining were 
given 60 cards and were asked to sort them into three categories correspond- 
ing to the three attributes of the four stimulus dimensions. Subjects sorted 
the stimulus cards according to only one dimension at a time. Each subject 
sorted 15 cards for each dimension. Instructions for all tasks are presented 
in the Appendix. 

The remainder of the subjects received truth-table instructions. Each 
subject in this condition solved two truth-table sorting problems. In the 
first problem the two relevant attributes were "red" and “triangle", in 
the second problem the two relevant attributes were "yellow" and “square". 
The subjects were asked to sort a total of 60 cards for the two problems 
into four boxes depending on the presence or absence of the two relevant 
attributes. One box was designated by the joint presence of both relevant 
attributes or joint truth value (T-T); two boxes were designated by the 


presence of only one or the other relevant attributes (T-F and F-T); and 
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25%. 
the fourth box was designated by the absence of both relevant attributes 
(F-F). In the first truth-table task the four boxes were described ver- 
bally and were also labeled pictorially; for the second problem the four 
boxes were identified only verbally. To ensure that the subjects under- 
stood the task they were asked, prior to sorting, to name the four cate- 
gories and to describe the cards in these categories. 

To provide the subjects, particularly the younger subjects, with some 
familiarity with solving concept learning problems, following pretraining 
all subjects were given the practice rule learning problem. In this problem 
the subjects were given two relevant attributes "red" and "square", and 
were asked to solve the problem which was based on the conjunctive rule. 
Instances of the concept were called "winners: and noninstances were called 
"losers". Subjects were asked to predict the outcomes of one trial ata 
time. Stimuli were presented one at a time to the subjects until they had 
reached a criterion of 16 consecutive correct predictions. The stimuli 
were presented to the subject manually by the experimenter on a table bet- 
ween E and S._ Feedback in terms of the proper categorization of a stimulus 
and the correctness of the subject's prediction was given verbally by the 
experimenter. After every nine trials the subjects were asked to describe 
the winners. 

The practice problem was given to provide all subjects with some 
familiarity in the solutions of a conceptual rule learning task. Such fam- 
iliarity is necessary to ensure that the task is approached as a rule 
learning task rather than as a less specific problem solving task, in which 
the subject may know neither the required rule nor other components of the 


task, such as the type of problem and the type of solution required. The 
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26. 
inclusion of the practice task was intended to ensure that the test task 
involved primarily rule learning for all subjects. 

Following the conjunctive rule learning task subjects in the truth- 
table pretraining condition were instructed in the relevance of the truth- 
table strategy in the solution of rule learning tasks. This was done by 
showing how the conjunctive problem would be solved in terms of the four- 
way truth-table classification, and indicating the possibility of other 
instance-noninstance combinations. 

To ensure that the subjects receiving truth-table pretraining were not 
favored on the test task by instructions which may have produced a set to 
expect a rule other than the conjunctive one, all subjects were told to ex- 
pect some other rule. In spite of these instructions, the first time a 
stimulus in the T-T category was presented during the raat task, the majority 
of subjects that had received truth-table pretraining (63.3%) and subjects 
that had received dimensional pretraining (71.1%) gave an error response, 
suggesting that they still retained a conjunctive hypothesis (some other 
hypotheses are also not incompatible with such a response, but are unlikely). 
These percentages of errors also indicate that the type of pretraining did 
not appear to have any differential effect on the prevalence of the con- 
junctive hypothesis at the beginning of the test task. One additional 
characteristic of the task further indicates that possible differences bet- 
ween experimental conditions in the presence of a conjunctive hypothesis at 
the beginning of the test task would not be important. Since a T-T category 
item was the second item presented in the test task, the opportunity to dis- 
card a conjunctive hypothesis was present from the onset of the task. This 
means that whether or not the subject at the beginning of the test task 


expected a conjunctive or a non-conjunctive rule would make little 
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difference in terms of trials to criterion. 

Next, all subjects were presented with the test problem. The two 
relevant attributes, "blue" and "square" were specified and were displayed 
On top of the board holding the stimulus cards. The rule in this task was 
the exclusive disjunctive rule. As in the prior conjunctive task instances 
of the concept were called winners but now had happy faces under the stim- 
ulus cards, and noninstances were called losers and were matched with sad 
faces. Subjects were asked to predict the outcome of one trial at a time. 
Following a prediction the picture under the stimulus card was exposed. 
This picture and verbal feedback from the experimenter provided the subject 
with information about the categorization of the stimulus (whether it was 
a winner or a loser) and also with information about the correctness of the 
subject's judgment. All stimuli in the test problem were presented to the 
subject on a board (described in the Stimulus Material section). Stimuli 
were presented until the subject had successfully predicred the outcome of 
15 out of 16 consecutive trials. After every row of nine stimuli the sub- 
ject was asked to describe the winners. Subjects in the "No Memory-Aid" 
condition were visually exposed to only one stimulus and one outcome at a 
time. Subjects in the "Memory-Aid" condition were visually exposed to all 
previously presented stimuli and outcomes. 

The dependent measures collected in this study were trials to cri- 
terion on the practice rule learning task, and, on the test rule learning 
task, errors, trials to criterion, and the number of category solution des- 
criptions. Category solution description refers to the way in which the 
subject described the solution to the conceptual problem. Following every 


nine trials on the concept learning tasks the subjects were asked to 
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28. 
describe the solution of the task. If the verbal description of the solu- 
tion contained categories of instances (e.g., "all blue shapes") it was 
scored as a category solution description. If the verbal description of 
the solution contained only references to specific instances (e.g., “blue 


square") it was scored as a specific instance solution description. 


Stimulus Material 

The stimuli were geometric forms mounted on 3 x 5 inch cards. The 
stimulus population consisted of all 81 possible patterns generated by four 
three-valued dimensions: form (triangle, square, circle), color (blue, red, 
yellow), size (small or height of 1 cm., medium or height of 2 cm., and 
large or height of 3 cm.), and number (one, two or three forms). For the 
pretraining task and the practice problem task these cards were sorted man- 
ually by the subject and the experimenter. In the pretraining task the 
subject sorted the cards into a box divided into four compartments corres- 
ponding to the four categories of the truth-table. In the practice problem 
task the experimenter presented one card at a time to the subject on a table 
in front of the subject. 

For the test problem task cards were presented on a 4.5 x 4.5 foot 
board. All 81 stimuli were on this board. Under each card was a picture 
of either a happy face which was colored green or a sad face colored white. 
Instances of the concept were matched with happy faces, noninstances with 
sad faces. Both the stimulus cards and the faces were covered by separate 
aluminum covers which could be easily snapped on and off by the experimenter. 
The subject was seated three to four feet in front of the board. The order 


of stimuli presented to the subjects was constant for all subjects. 
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Results 


The results are presented in terms of five dependent variables: 
(1) trials to criterion on the practice problem; and for the test problem, 
(2) trials to criterion, (3) total errors, (4) error types, and (5) type 
of solution description. The second and third dependent variables are 
considered the major indices of conceptual performance in this study. The 
fourth and fifth dependent variables provide two ways of describing the 
process through which subjects solved the conceptual task. The variances 
of the first three of the five dependent variables were heterogeneous as 
indicated by the F-Max test (Winer, 1971). The reason for this hetero- 
geneity appeared to be that the means and standard deviations tended to be 
proportional (the correlations between the means and standard deviations 
were r = .95, r = .91, and r = .93 for these dependent variables. Homo- 
geneity of these variances were obtained when an inverse transformation 
was performed on the trials to criterion data on the practice task, and 
logarithmic transformations on the trials to criterion and total error 
data on the test task were performed as suggested by Edwards (1964, p. 130). 
Analyses of variances were carried out on the transformed data. The raw 
data, and the means and standard deviations of the transformed data are 
presented in the Appendix. 

An analysis of variance of the transformed trials to criterion on 
the practice task indicated that both the grade level, F(2,108)..=nGe223 
p < .01, and type of pretraining, F(1,108) = 18.54, p < .O1, significantly 
affected performance on the practice problem. The upper grade subjects 


performed better on this task than the lower grade subjects, and subjects 
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that had received the truth-table pretraining performed better than 

those that had received dimensional pretraining. In addition there was 

a significant interaction between grade level and type of pretraining, 
F(2,108) = 5.38, p < .01, such that the effect of the truth-table pre- 
training was more effective in improving performance for the lower grades 
than for the upper grades. However, it should be pointed out that the 
grade twelve subjects were performing near the maximum level possible. The 
minimum number of trials to criterion was 16, and the data show that the 
grade twelve subjects performed near that level. The focus of the study 
was on the performance on the test task, but the results of the practice 
task indicate the effect of two of the independent variables even on a 
relatively simple conceptual task. Group means for this analysis are pre- 
sented in Table 3, and complete analysis of variance tables for all anal- 
yses are presented in the Appendix. 

The analyses of variance of trials to criterion and total errors on 
the test task (the exclusive disjunctive rule learning task) are presented 
separately, although both analyses yielded the same results except for one 
Significant effect. Both of these measures are considered the major, and 
equivalent indices of performance on the conceptual task. Figure 1 pre- 
sents the mean number of trials to criterion indicating grade level and 
type of experimental condition. All three independent variables affected 
the trials to criterion performance on the test task. Subjects who were 
in the upper level grades, the memory aid condition, and the truth-table 
pretraining condition reached criterion in fewer trials than subjects in 
lower grades, F(2,108) = 12.85, p < .01, the 'no memory' condition, F(1, 


108) = 13.82, p < .01, and the dimensional pretraining condition, F(1,108) = 
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Table 3 


Mean number of trials to criterion on the practice task for the 


twelve experimental groups (standard deviations are in brackets 


below the means). 


Pretraining Pretraining 
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5.82, p < .05, respectively. In addition to these main effects there 

was a significant interaction between grade level and memory aid condition 
F(2,108) = 3.19, p < .05, such that the effect of the memory aid was 
greater for the lower grade subjects than the higher grade subjects. These 
results conform to the general expectations of the outcome of the study, 
except for the results involving the memory aid conditions, where an inter- 
action between all three independent variables was expected. 

The analysis of variance of the total number of errors on the test 
task similarly indicated main effects for grade level, F(2,108) = 9.43, 

p < .01, memory aid condition, F(1,108) = 13.11, p < .01, pretraining con- 
dition, F(1,108) = 4.96, p < .05; however the interaction between grade 

and memory condition was nonsignificant. Table 5 presents the means of 

the total number of errors. The analysis of total errors yielded equiva- 
lent results to the trials to criterion data (i.e., conditions that reached 
criterion in fewer trials made fewer errors) with the one noted difference 
in results. 

A further analysis of variance was carried out on the type of solu- 
tion description the subjects reported on every nineth trial. It was 
thought that the experimental groups would differ in these descriptions as 
a result of the three independent variables. The solution descriptions by 
the subjects were analyzed in terms of whether categorical responses were 
given or whether descriptions of individual stimuli were used to verba- 
lize the solution to the conceptual problem. For each subject the number 
of category solutions and the number of specific stimuli solutions were 
determined and from these numbers the percentage of category solutions 


were calculated. An analysis of variance of the percentage scores 
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Table 4 


Mean number of trials to criterion on the test task for 
the twelve experimental groups (standard deviations are 


in brackets below the means). 
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Table 5 


Mean total errors on the test task for the twelve experimental 


groups (standard deviations are in brackets below the means). 
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36" 
indicated that higher grade subjects gave more categorized solutions, 
F(2,108) = 10.85, p < .01, than lower grade subjects. Table 6 presents 
the means of this analysis. 

An additional analysis of the error data was suggested by the results 
of an experiment by Furth, et al., (1970) in which performance on a con- 
ceptual rule task was evaluated in terms of number of subjects correctly 
responding to stimuli within each of the four categories of the truth- 
table. This method of analysis gives more exact indications of the source 
of difficulty on such a task (i.e., what kind of stimuli provide the grea- 
test difficulty). In the present experiment this method of analysis was 
modified by analyzing the number of errors within each category of the 
truth-table. For each subject error responses were categorized according 
to the four categories of the truth-table classification of the stimuli. 
For example, an error response to a stimulus that contained both relevant — 
attributes (and therefore belongs in the first category of the four truth- 
table categories) was designed as a Type 1 error. Every subject there- 
fore had four dependent variable scores since there were four error re- 
sponse categories. Table 7 presents the means for the four error types. 
This data was analyzed by a multivariate analysis of variance. | The multi- 
variate analysis of variance is analogous to a regular, univariate analysis 
of variance in that it performs tests of significance of difference be- 
tween means. However, whereas in the univariate analysis of variance 
there is a single mean for every condition (since there is only one depen- 
dent variable), in the multivariate analysis of variance there may be 
several means in each condition (since there may be more than one depen- 


dent variable). The aim of the multivariate analysis of variance is to 
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Table 6 


Mean percent of category solutions on test task for 
the twelve experimental groups (standard deviations 


are in brackets below the means). 


Grade 





Pretraining Pretraining 
Memory fp: D 
29.0 Dons Boao 32.3 [dega ‘eens 
M 
(i yea 4ne) (4722) BX 27osb) (40.9)2 (3233) 
Bony 40.6 Soe. 6077 VSS 86.0 


(44.1) (44.3) (4328) (43.3) (42.4)0 43157) 


40% dest 4292 no enottuloe yropedso To Insovs@ nse 
snotdstvab bysbasse) 2avovp Feaneniivsdxs svfens ont 


G 
ae) A es 
(€.8€) (€.06) (f 
0.88  €.s% C 
. (,.f&) (8.83) (€, 








> 
.(2nesm std wolsd. eodosyd nf Sis 
- a 
sbs70 7 
7 ‘~ 
patatsss9149 onrare7te9 ’ 
T a T 
ee ne _ _— = 
SE 28s 0,28 7 
ts) (S.93) (S.A8) “(8 78) — a 
0d Vee 2.06 _ 9.88 7 
ce 
(8 BB) (E.Nb) (PAR) 










3d efdsl 


























——— 


38. 


HuLuLeuqzaud | ePUOLSUSWLp pre Auowawu ou 


i} 
(=) 
i} 
— 


BulLuLeuzaud a1qey-yyNnuy pre Avowow 


iT] 
— 

iH 
= 


:Sapod UOLLPUOZ 





v € é L 7 c G L v ae é L UOLZLPUOD 
AOUN JO adh] AOUAZ $0 adh] AOUNZ $O adh] 
cl 8peug £ 9pedg & epeg 


(Aujua yora vos OL = N) SLaAaL apeub aauyz ayy pue sdnoub 


LepUsWLuadxa uno} ay} uo} AuOhazZed YyOea UL SUOUUS JO UaquinU URdW 


£9aLgel 









¥ sfdeT 


Tstnemitsqxe wo? ont sot yvopsds> hose At axorTs To vedmun neem 
(ytdne fos9 rot Of = A) 2fsvel sbswp 99949 oft bas equayp 











Sf sbsxd \ abs | § ebay 
. | oF 10173, to ayT  "ovva To saqyT _ “O7113 40 SGYT 
meee hs oe oo ae tt. ae 
| 68:0 Ge.f OX.f o0e:0 0.0 OO.f O8.f 02.0 Oe.f OV.1° ONT 
M.0. Sh.0° Bev e2.0 Of.f $8.0 @8:0  da.0 80.F $8.0 88:0 
OS70° OS ONL 06.1 02.0 OS.S OAS OS.5S 08.8 08,S° 08.5 
~Shso S230. 20... £e.0 €8.0 -Ne.S Ve... esvf €2.8 O8.F €0CF 
02-9. 08.0 d0/8 OF. i OY.h O8.S 08.8 odS.€ Ob.t OER 00.8 
Chef 88.0. ‘Sa2D. Ay.0 85.9 M.S 62.8 60.5 [€.8 Wie Seve 
OO.f O08.f O3.F OF.S OV.F OO. O8:€ O8.E 06.5 OS.8 Ofio 
Be. VV.l 98.0 86.0 ene SBE @f.S Sars foe Of.) Te. Soom 
oninisierq sfded-ndivd = 7 bre yromam-= M zaboo roti Hined 
% : prinfevwstq lenotensmth = 0 bre \Yotsm on = K 


$5). 


determine if the string or vector of means within one condition differs 
significantly from the vector of means of another condition. Individual 
comparisons between means may then be carried out to determine the locus 

of these differences. The analysis indicated that all three main effects 
were significant. (F-ratios are in terms of Raos Approximate F-test using 
Wilks Lambda.) The vector of means of the four types of errors differed 
for the three grade levels, F(8,210) = 4.27, p < .001, memory condition, 
Fil. 105) = 900™ap < 001} and training condition, F(1,105) = 8.18, p < 
.001. Figure 2 presents the four error type means of each grade level. 
Figure 2 indicates that there is a general decrease in all errors as grades 
increase, as was previously indicated in the analysis of total errors. In 
addition however, Figure 2 indicates that the one error type that changes 
drastically in difficulty across age is error Type 4. Type 4 instances are 
most difficult for the grade 2 subjects and least difficult for the grade 
12 subjects. Tables 8 and 9 present the mean error types for the two 
memory conditions and the two pretraining conditions. 

The multivariate analysis of variance of the four error type scores 
indicated that the vector of four means differed significantly for the three 
independent variables, grade level, memory condition, and pretraining con- 
dition. However, this analysis does not indicate the locus or form of 
these differences, particularly for the grade effect, since it could be 
meaningfully interpreted. In order to gain more information about the 
form or pattern of differences of means for the three grade levels, a 
one-way profile analysis was carried out on the effect of grade level on 
error type scores.“ This analysis provides a test of parallelism of the 


four independent variables for the three values of the grade variable. 
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Figure 2. Mean number of errors within each error type 
category for the three grade levels. 
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Table 8 


Mean number of errors in each error category 


for the two memory conditions. 


Memory Aid No Memory Aid 


Type of Error Type of Error 
3 


2.68 


(esha, Sieh yp Boch SS) 





4). 








8 afdst 


yUlopetss tows doss af eroris ¥o. yedmuin fesM 
L2nortibros Yvon ows snd yar 


BEA \vorteM, of . BIA yromeM 

















es. 88.8 od&.F deré 


| B.c @C8.6 AL.E EBS 


Of OT eh ar 
c2.f ABT LF Se. BBP 








42. 


Table 9 


Mean number of errors in each error category 


for the two pretraining conditions. 


Truth-table Pretraining Dimensional Pretraining 


Type of Error Type of Error 
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The test for parallelism indicated a marginally significant deviation 
from parallelism (Raos Approximate, F(6,230) = 2.05, p < .06). Reference 
to Figure 2 shows that this effect is mostly due to the changes of the 
number of Type 4 errors across the three grade levels (the other three 
error types decrease parallel across the three grade levels). 

No further tests were performed on the other two main effects, 
memory and pretraining condition, since they could not be meaningfully 


interpreted. 
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Discussion 


The general aims of this study were to characterize cross- 
sectionally the developmental progression of one type of conceptual be- 
havior (conceptual rule learning), and to attempt to modify this pro- 
gression by experimental manipulations. 

The results indicate that for the particular conceptual behavior 
observed there are regular developmental changes. On the practice task, 
which involved the rule learning of a conjunctive concept, small but con- 
sistent grade or age effects were found in terms of trials to criterion. 
The differences between the grade levels were small probably because the 
task was easy for most subjects, as is indicated by the means of the trials 
to criterion scores. Even for the grade two subjects the mean trials to 
criterion was just a few trials above the minimum value (16 trials). 

Larger grade differences were found on the test task, which involved 
the rule learning problem of an exclusive disjunctive concept. This task 
is moderately difficult even for grade twelve students, as is indicated 
by the mean number of trials to criterion for the grade twelve students 
that received neither truth-table pretraining nor the memory aid. The 
mean for this group was 31.8 trials to criterion and a mean of 6.5 errors. 
These errors were distributed evenly across the four error categories 
except for the first category which contained more than the others. Since 
the conceptual problem could be solved with a minimum of 4 errors (one in 
each error category) or less, the data indicate the difficulty of this 
task and also that the subjects were less than optimally efficient in 


their solution of this problem. 
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The difficulty of the exclusive disjunctive rule is also indicated 
by the results of other studies. In difficulty it lies between the 
easier inclusive disjunctive rule and the more difficult conditional rule. 
For example, Neisser and Weene (1962), using verbal material, found that 
college students required a median of 68 trials to criterion on an ex- 
clusive disjunctive rule learning task (21.0 for inclusive disjunctive, 
more than 100 trials for conditional). In a study using materials and 
procedures similar to the present study, Denny (1969) found that college 
students required a mean of 53.4 trials to criterion in a high memory load 
condition and 22.8 trials in a low memory load condition (i.e., with an 
artificial memory aid). For the former condition the mean trials to cri- 
terion is considerably higher than in the present study. The reason for 
this discrepancy may be that in the present study all subjects first 
solved a practice problem, which facilitated performance on the test (ex- 
clusive disjunctive) task by familiarizing the subjects with the general 
solution procedure. 

Both in terms of trials to criterion and in terms of total errors 
grade two subjects in the control condition (no memory aid - no truth- 
table training) required considerably more trials to reach solution on 
the conceptual task than the grade seven or grade twelve subjects. The 
mean trials to criterion for the three groups were 75.1 for grade two, 
52.1 for grade seven and 31.8 for grade twelve. The grade two subjects 
required more than twice as many trials to criterion than the grade twelve 
subjects, indicating that this task was of high difficulty for the younger 
subjects. Such age-related differences are obvious and expected and have 


been previously found on conceptual tasks involving conjunctive and 
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inclusive disjunctive rules (King, 1966; King and Holt, 1970; Snow and 
Rabinovitch, 1969; and Guy, 1969), and conjunctive, inclusive disjunctive, 
conditional and biconditional rules (Bourne and O'Banion, 1971). The 
typical finding in these studies is that subjects older than 12 years con- 
Siderably out-perform subjects at ages 6 - 8 years. For example, King and 
Holt (1970) found that 6 year olds made six times as many errors as 12 

year olds on a disjunctive rule conceptual task. King and Holt attributed 
these differences to the poor encoding strategy of the younger subjects. 
They found that the younger subjects tended to respond unidimensionally by 
focussing on one dimension of the stimulus set at a time, while the older 
subjects' encoding was characterized by the efficient bidimensional en- 
coding strategy. Bourne and O'Banion (1971) attributed such age differences 
to the transition in children's thinking from concrete to formal operational 
as theorized by Piaget (1957). 

The present experiment also demonstrated such age-related differ- 
ences in conceptual behavior, but in addition evaluated the effect of two 
independent variables, type of pretraining and memory load, on these 
differences. The results indicated that low memory load and truth-table 
training facilitated performance on the conceptual tasks across al] 
three grades in terms of trials to criterion, and also in terms of the 
total errors on the test task. In addition, the facilitative effect of 
the memory aid was greater for the younger students than for the older 
students. These results extend the results of previous studies (Bourne 
et al., 1969; Pishkin, 1967; and Denny, 1969) that found facilitative 
effects of a memory aid on conceptual performance for adult subjects to 


the rule learning task in children. A similar finding has been reported 
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by Eimas (1969) for the effect of a memory aid on the attribute learning 
of grade two subjects. Eimas concluded that the poorer performance of 
young children in attribute learning is due to their inability to remember 
sufficient relevant information. However, Eimas employed only one grade 
level thereby precluding direct age comparisons. The fact that in the 
present experiment the lower grades benefited more from the low memory 
load condition than the higher grades could be interpreted as attesting 

to the greater importance of this factor in the conceptual behavior of the 
younger subjects. This then indicates that one of the important differences 
in the conceptual behavior between younger (grade two) and older (grade 
twelve) subjects is that the younger subjects are less successful in rem- 
embering relevant information about the conceptual task than the older 
Subjects. With a memory aid the conceptual behavior of the younger sub- 
jects becomes more like that of the older subjects in terms of trials to 
criterion and total errors. 

The effect of truth-table training on performance in the test task 
was significant in terms of trials to criterion and total errors, but the 
effect was not very large when compared to the memory or grade effects. 
One reason for these small effects in the present experiment may be that 
the practice task decreased the advantage of the subjects in the truth- 
table pretraining groups relative to the dimensional pretraining group by 
providing all subjects with the opportunity to acquire some of the skills 
necessary for solving the problem. Evidence for this conclusion is two- 
fold: (1) the facilitative effect of truth-table training on performance 
on the test task was, as expected, highly significant, and (2) previous 


studies by Bourne (1969a; 1968) have shown that both for children and for 
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adults practice in solving conceptual rule problems leads to increasing 
competence in the truth-table strategy and also better performance in 
terms of trials to criterion on rule learning problems. Together, these 
two pieces of evidence suggest that truth-table pretraining was effective 
in inducing the truth-table strategy both in the practice problem and 
subsequently in the test task, but that the experience of the practice 
task also yielded some of this effect and thereby equalized the initial 
advantage of the truth-table pretraining groups. The expected greater 
facilitory effect of the truth-table pretraining on the performance in the 
test task for the younger subjects relative to the older subjects was non- 
significant probably for the same reasons. Evidence for this explanation 
is that the grade by training interaction was significant in the predicted 
direction on the practice task. However, even taking into account the 
effect of the practice task on the development of the truth-table strategy, 
the effect of the truth-table training on the test task performance was 
small. It may be that especially the younger subjects could benefit from 
a more extensive truth-table training program. 

The expected interaction between type of pretraining, type of memory 
aid and age was nonsignificant. It was hypothesized that for the younger 
subjects the memory aid would be of little value in solving the conceptual 
problem, since they would lack the efficient means of utilizing this in- 
formation. With the truth-table classification training these younger 
subjects should be able to code the diverse information available from the 
memory aid into categories relevant to the solution of the conceptual task. 
The results however indicate that the facilitative effect of memory aid is 


significantly larger for the younger subjects than for the older subjects, 
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regardless of pretraining conditions. This may mean that (a) these young 
Subjects are able to effectively categorize the visually available infor- 
mation from the prior trials as the older subjects, or (b) that the sum of 
the pretraining and practice tasks effects was sufficient to induce the 
proper coding strategy in all subjects. Since Bourne (1969a) found that 
children at the age of 6 - 7 years do lack in these coding strategies, 
alternative (b) is probably more likely. Further evidence for this con- 
clusion comes from the fact that truth-table training did increase, 
although nonsignificantly, performance on the test task for the grade two 
subjects that had the memory aid conditions. The cumulative effect of 
both the truth-table training and the memory aid was to equate the perfor- 
mance of the grade two subjects with the performance of the grade twelve 
control condition subjects (no memory aid - dimensional pretraining) both 
in terms of mean trials to criterion (30.4 vs. 31.8 trials) and mean total 
errors to criterion (6.0 vs. 6.5 errors). 

These equivalences indicate that the combined effect of the two ex- 
perimental variables makes the conceptual performance of the grade two sub- 
jects indistinguishable from the grade twelve control subjects in terms of 
two major indices of conceptual performance. However more detailed analyses 
of the subject's responses indicated that there were qualitative differences 
in the conceptual behavior of the three grade level groups, regardless of 
experimental condition. The analysis of the subjects' reported hypotheses 
showed that the grade twelve subjects significantly more often reported 
category hypotheses than the grade two and seven subjects. This may be 
interpreted as indicating that these older subjects more often attained 
solution by categorizing diverse stimuli into common categories, whereas 


the younger subjects tended to persist in treating stimuli as separate and 
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specific. These grade differences in categorization in hypotheses were 
expected on the basis of experiments that have shown that categorizations 
and clustering in recall of verbal and nonverbal material increases with 
age (Bousfield, 1953; Belmont, 1968; Neimark, 1971). The data however 
indicate that training in categorization (via truth-table classification 
training) did not increase this behavior among the younger subjects. 

The results of the analysis of the categorization data are complicated 
by the fact that three of the grade seven groups (7MT, 7MD, 7NT) showed 
numerically equivalent or lower mean number of categorization responses than 
equivalent grade two subjects. Only the control condition (7ND) was higher 
than the corresponding grade two group (2ND). On the basis of the fore- 
going reasoning it was expected that the grade seven groups would be inter- 
mediate between the grade two and grade twelve groups in terms of category 
responses. The data indicate that this occurred for the control condition, 
but not for conditions that had received either truth-table pretraining or 
the memory aid. Assuming that these orderly changes in categorization do 
occur, two interpretations of these discrepancies are possible: (1) in 
some ways the experimental manipulations depressed these kinds of responses 
at the grade seven level, or (2) that the measure chosen to describe the 
underlying hypothesis selection behavior was not sensitive enough to ade- 
quately represent it. The first alternative is simply supported by the 
fact that the control condition (7ND) conformed to expectations in being 
intermediate between grade two and grade seven groups. However, why truth- 
table pretraining and memory aid should depress categorization responses is 
not clear (in fact, the truth-table pretraining was expected to increase 
such behavior). The second alternative seems more likely. The criterion 


chosen for deciding that a particular response was a categorization response 
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might have been too strict; the criterion was that the hypothesis should 
be phrases in terms of the categories of the truth-table. The problem with 
this criterion is that other categories may have been used and that the 
overt behavior did not reflect such underlying categories. A more direct 
measure of such categorization behavior would have been available if a pro- 
cedure were used in which the subject described the dimensions and attributes 
of the hypothesis in terms of specified symbols (as in Furth et al., 1970). 
Through such a procedure the form of hypothesis that a subject holds (j.e., 
whether they are categorical) could be more accurately specified without 
relying on verbal descriptions. 

The method of obtaining information about the subject's hypotheses 
in the present experiment relied on the subject's verbalization of these 
hypotheses. While such a procedure of obtaining knowledge about the sub- 
ject's covert states has been critized (Archer, 1964; Levine, 1969, 1970), 
a recent comparison (Karpf and Levine, 1971) of an objective method (blank 
trials method) and the present method of obtaining the subject's current 
hypotheses indicates that both methods yield the same description of the 
hypotheses underlying the subject's overt behavior. This indicates that the 
method of verbal reports is a valid way of specifying these underlying states. 

Another analysis of performance on the test task that yielded quali- 
tative age differences was the analysis of error types. Each error was 
categorized into one of the four categories of the truth-table. For example, 
an error on an item that contained neither relevant positive attributes was 
classified as a Type 4 error. This kind of analysis has been performed 
previously on errors in conceptual rule learning tasks. The intent of 
these analyses have been to identify sources of rule difficulty by locating 


which particular category of stimuli presented the greatest Girricwity tor 
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the various conceptual rules (e.g., Bourne and O'Banion, 1971; Bourne 
and Guy, 1968), or to document the presence of the truth-table strategy 
(Bourne, 1969). The intent of the present error analysis however was to 
present evidence for the developmental changes in the type of errors sub- 
jects made. Since with this method of error analyses there are four depen- 
dent scores for each subject, a multivariate analysis of variance and a pro- 
file analysis was performed on these error scores. All three main effects 
were significant. The analysis indicated clearly that the three grades 
differed in the kind of error they made. For the grade two subjects the 
Type 4 error was the most common error, while for the grade twelve subjects 
the Type 4 error was the least common error. This grade effect can be in- 
terpreted as indicating that the grade twelve subjects were better able to 
differentiate the Type 4 stimulus from other kinds of stimuli than the 
younger subjects. The grade twelve students made on the average less than 
one error in this category, indicating that they easily classified all items 
in this category as negative stimuli. For the grade twelve students the 
stimuli that contained one or both relevant attributes posed more difficulty 
in assignment. 

The grade two students on the other hand made considerably more Type 
4 errors than other types of errors, possibly reflecting the composition 
of the stimulus set: there were more Type 4 stimuli than any other type. 
The fact that the grade two students made an average of 4.5 errors in this 
category indicates that this type of stimulus was not treated as one easily 
defined category. The error data provide further evidence for the increase 
in the ability to categorize items into the four truth-table categories with 


increases in age as hypothesized by Bourne (1969a). 
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The findings of this study also have implications for Piaget's (1953) 
theory of intellectual development. Piaget is primarily concerned with 
describing the normal course of developmental changes in intellectual 
functioning rather than with the effects of special training and experience 
on developmental progressions. Piaget and Furth, et al. (1970), who have 
applied Piaget's theory to conceptual rule learning, have specified the 
kinds of changes in the understanding and use of concepts to be expected 
for the age range and type of procedures used in the present study. The 
youngest subjects (grade 2, age 7 years) should experience difficulties in 
the proper understanding and use of logical connectives of the type used in 
the present study. Furth (1970) makes the more specific prediction that it 
would be discordent truth value items (TF or FT items) rather than concor- 
dent truth value items (TT or FF items) that would be difficult for children 
of this age. These children are characterized as lacking 'mobility' or the 
ability to differentiate the truth value of items. They can properly apply 
connectives to concordent truth value items, but in the case of discordent 
truth value items they will tend to improperly classify an item as either 
completely true (TT) or completely false (FF). The reason for this is that 
for these children symbolic behavior is not yet 'interiorized' or dissociated 
from external or personal constraints. Only when 'interiorized' symbolic 
functioning has been attained (at about age 11 - 12 years) is their be- 
havior characterized by propositional thinking. At this (propositional 
thinking) level of symbol use, symbols and connectives can be manipulated 
properly regardless of the content of the proposition. 

On the basis of such reasoning the youngest children in the present 


experiment should do poorly on the conceptual task involving a connective 
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54, 
of intermediate difficulty for adults. This was found, but it was also 
Shown that special training and memory requirement reductions greatly im- 
proved these children's performance. It is not clear whether this train- 
ing and manipulation effect has implications for the theory, because 
Piaget has not ruled out local improvements in conceptual performance as 
a result of such special conditions. Early interpretations of Piaget 
(Flavell, 1963), assumed that no improvement could be effected for conser- 
vation concepts by special training. Piaget (1970) has essentially re- 
tained this position. In analyzing an experiment designed to train child- 
ren on a conservation concept, Piaget concludes that training is only 
effective in strengthening existing development, and that "...learning is 
subordinate to the subjects' levels of development. To summarize, learning 
appears to depend on the mechanisms of development and to become stable only 
insofar as it utilizes certain aspects of these mechanisms, the instruments 
of quantifications themselves, which would have evolved in the course of 
spontaneous development" (Piaget, 1970, p. 716-717). However, a review 
of the literature on training conservation concepts (Brainerd and Allen, 
1971) concluded that such training can lead to specific transfer. A 
similar conclusion has been made for the development of concept learning. 
For example, Youniss and Furth (1964) found that transfer of learning of 
logical connectives such as conjunction and disjunction from one task to 
another could be increased by training for children aged nine to fourteen 
years. But age, and therefore the level of intellectual development, 
determined the amount of transfer. The older children gained more trans- 
fer than the younger ones, suggesting that some aspects of the task were 


not amenable to training at the lower ages. 
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In another context Furth has made Piaget's position on the effect 
of training on conceptual development more specific. Furth has stated 
that specially training children on concepts cannot lead to a complete 


mastery of concepts. 


For Piaget, therefore, while some particular aspect 
of conceptual behavior can be readily observed within 
a paradigm of training or learning, the more general 
and more vital aspects of conceptual skill develop 
imperceptibly over years of gradual growth (Furth et 
dlapri970%np. 056) 4 


While the implication of training effects in this study of Piaget's 
theory are not definite, the analysis of error types does have implications 
for Piagetian treatment of the development of propositional thinking. The 
analysis of error types for the grade two subjects indicates that the cat- 
egory of greatest difficulty was the "F F" category, which is a concordent 
truth value category. In fact, the two discordent categories (FT and TF) 
produced numerically fewer errors than either of the concordent categories. 
This finding puts some doubt on Piaget's assertion regarding the manipu- 
lation of symbols at this stage of development (as stated by Furth et al., 
1970). What may be more important in conceptual development than the 
distinction between concordent and discordent categories is a clear com- 
prehension of all of the possible items in a particular category (i.e., 
an extensive definition of a category). Such an understanding of a con- 
cept has been thought (Bourne, 1969a) to be based on several component 
abilities, such as the ability to learn stimulus equivalences, negations, 
and at a higher level, the truth-table strategy. A similar view of cog- 
nitive behavior has been proposed by Berzonsky (1971) for the problem 


solving and conceptual behavior of children. By factor analyzing a number 
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of diverse tasks (causal reasoning, conservation and problem solving 
tasks) Berzonsky found several underlying component abilities, which were 
more important in determining the performance on these tasks than a single 
factor of ‘logical understanding’. 

So far, grade differences in error types distributions have been 
considered apart from the effect that a particular conceptual rule may 
have on such distributions. Bourne and Guy (1968) have shown that the dis- 
tribution of errors for the four types of stimuli (of the truth-table cat- 
egories) depends on the particular rule employed, at least on an initial 
rule learning problem. Bourne and Guy: found that for the conjunctive and 
disjunctive rule problems the discordent truth value items (TF and FT 
items) produces more errors than concordent truth value items (TT and FF 
items) for adult subjects. A similar finding has been reported by Furth 
et al., (1970) for grade one to six students. On the basis of their find- 
ings (and Piagetian theory) Furth suggests that the difficulty of these 
children with the discordent truth value items is a developmental phenom- 
enon, indicating a general lack of 'mobility' of the thinking of children 
of this age. The present study however has shown that for exclusive dis- 
junctive rule the most difficult kinds of items for grade two subjects 
are those with concordent truth values, especially 'F F' category items, 
while for the grade twelve students these items were of least difficulty 
(although not statistically significantly). This clearly indicates a 
developmental change in the distribution of types of errors, which can be 
accounted for in terms of the present analysis of the developmental pro- 
gression of conceptual development. A lack of an efficient way of cate- 


gorizing the large diversity of the 'F F' category items into a single 
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overall category based on the truth-table schema may be the likely reason 
why these stimuli proved difficult to the youngest subjects. With the 
experimental manipulations the difficulty of this category of stimuli was 
no longer present. 

One aspect of the results of the present experiment that is consonent 
with Piaget's theory is the age-related difference in the extent of cate- 
gorical verbalization of the concept. Furth et al., (1970) have made the 
point that the understanding of a concept implies the ability to verbally 
describe that concept. The extent to which the grade two subjects phrased 
the concept in categorical form was low, compared to the two higher grades. 
This may indicate a level of intellectual functioning that fails to involve 
a complete understanding of the concept. 

The problem of training effects on conceptual development are of 
course broader than to decide whether a specific training procedure can 
produce increases in performance at a given age to reach the level of per- 
formance of some later age on a specific task. It would be more desirable 
to show that such training effects are not specific and limited but are 
general and applicable to many different situations. The truth-table 
Strategy employed in the present study may contain such generality for a 
variety of conceptual behaviors. Bourne's (1969a) and the present study, 
have provided some evidence for the generality of the truth-table strategy 
across age levels. However, the large memory load effect differences 
between grades, regardless of training conditions, may indicate a major 
limitation of the conceptual behavior of young children. Yet it may be 
that such memory limitations of the younger subjects could be reduced by 
more extensive classification training, especially since the data of this 


study indicate a deficiency of proper categorization at the lower grades. 
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Footnotes 


‘The multivariate analysis of variance was carried out by a 


computer program from the Division of Educational Research at the 


University of Alberta. 


eThe profile analysis was carried out by a computer program from 


the Division of Educational Research at the University of Alberta. 
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Appendix I. Instructions Used in This Experiment 


1. General Introduction to Tasks. 

Have you ever played cards before? We are going to play a game of 
cards here, and let me show you how we play this game. First I will show 
you what the cards look like. (Demonstrate). The shape of the figure on 
the card can be a triangle, a square, or a circle. The color can be blue, 
yellow, or red. The size can be small, medium, or large, and the number 
of figures on the cards can be one, two, or three. (Grade two subjects 
were asked to name the last two attributes of each dimension after the 


first attribute was identified. ) 


2. Truth-table Pretraining Instructions. 


The first thing we will do is to divide the cards into four piles 
depending on two important things. The two important things are "red" 
and "triangle". (Demonstrate). If a card is red and a triangle - that 
is a red triangle - then it will go into this box (T-T category). If a 
card is red, but not a triangle, such as a red circle or a red square, it 
will go into this box (T-F). If a card is a triangle, but not a red tri- 
angle, but a blue triangle or a yellow triangle, it will go into this box 
(F-T). And if a card is not red and not triangle, for example a blue 
circle, it will go into this box (F-F). The names of the four boxes are 
"red triangles", "reds", "triangles", and "nothings", the last box is 
called "nothings" because the cards in it do not have any of the important 
things in it, i.e., red or triangle. 

Can you remember the four names of the boxes? Can you name them? 


Now sort these cards into the four boxes. (During sortings the S was 
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corrected for misnaming a category and for placing a card in a wrong 
category. After completion of the first sorting problem, the subject 
was given a new set of relevant attributes and asked to sort with these 
values.) 

In the next sorting we will do the same thing as before, except 
that the two important things are "yellow" and "square". Can you think 


of the four names for the four boxes? 


3. Dimension-pretraining Instructions. 

The first thing we will do is to divide the cards into three piles 
depending on the shape of the figures on the card, such that there will 
be one pile for triangles, one for squares and one for circles. (The 
same instructions are given for the other dimensions, i.e., color, size, 


and number of figures.) 


4, Instructions for Conjunctive Rule Learning Task (Practice Problem). 


Now that you've got to know the cards a little better we can start 
playing the first game. In this game there are two important things: 
the first important thing is "red" and the second important thing is 
"square". I am going to show you one card at a time, and you see if you 
can figure out which cards are called winners and which cards are called 


losers. 


5. Instructions to the Groups Receiving Truth-table Pretraining Follow- 
ing the Conjunctive Task. 


If you think about "red" and "square" in terms of these four boxes 
(from the truth-table pretraining task), which ones were the winners? 


You can see that in other games we could have other boxes winners, 
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whichever ones we wanted to. For example, we could have the "squares" 
as winners, or the "squares" and "red squares" as winners. This is a 

good way to think about the cards if you try to figure out winners and 
losers in such a game. 


6. Instructions for the Exclusive Disjunctive Rule Learning Task (Test 
Problem). 


In our next game we are going to play with the cards on this board. 
Under each card will be one of these faces. (Demonstrate). If a card is 
a winner there will be a happy face under it, and if a card is a loser 
there will be a sad face under it. 

The two important things in the next game are "blue" and "circle'. 
Now this game will not be the same as the "red-squares" game we just 
played. The two important things are different, i.e., they are blue and 
circle now, and the kinds of winners will also be different. Let's try 
the first one. 

(Subjects in the truth-table pretraining condition are asked prior 
to the first trial): Can you think of the names of the four boxes with 
"blue" and "circle" as the important things? 

(After each row of nine cards): Now remember the two important 
things in this game are “blue” and "circle", and which ones do you think 


are always the winners? 
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Appendix II. Analysis of Variance Tables 


Table A 


Analysis of variance of trials to criterion on the practice task. 





Source $5 df MS F p 
Grade (G) (eG2 2 3.81 Bae 01 
Memory (M) .38 1 38 .62 - 
Training (T) 1186 ] 1135 18.54 01 
GxM 4.30 2 oa5 Sey 705 
Cex 6.59 2 eee) 5230 01 
Me xual as) ] 225 -40 - 
GexeMexT Seo2 2 6 Pail - 
S (GMT) 66.16 108 61 - - 
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Table B 


ANGlVsiseO1 svartdance Onetrials toncriterion on the test task: 


Source 39) df MS ie p 
Grade (G) . 96 2 48 12.85 01 
Memory (M) 50 ] sil) 13.38 01 
Training (T) 522 ] 222 5.82 .05 
Gx M 24 2 12 3.19 ona 


GxT 05 
lee oath .01 
GxMxT .06 


S(GMT) 
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Table C 


Analysis of variance of total errors on test task. 


Source SS df MS F p 


Grade (G) 


Memory (M) 
Training (T) 
GxM 

Coxe 

MX 

GRM x7 

S( GMT) 
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Table D 


Analysis of variance of percent of category solutions on test task. 





Source SS df MS F p 

| Grade (6) 35973.22 2 17986 .61 10.95 01 

ss iceeacy (Hi) 1074.01 1 1074.01 0.65 s 

Training (T) 4236.40 1 4236.40 2.56 : 

Gx M 1355.13 2 677.56 0.41 : 

GxT 122.56 2 56.28 0.03 : 

| MxT 161.00 1 161.00 0.10 : 

| GxMxT 3149.96 1574.98 0.95 - 
| 


S (GMT) 178972.90 108 1657.16 - = 
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Appendix III: Raw Data 
Table E 


Trials to Criterion on Practice Task for the 


Twelve Experimental Groups. 
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Table F 


Trials to Criterion on Test Task for the 


Twelve Experimental Groups. 


No Memory 
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Table G 


Total Errors on Test Task for the 
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Appendix IV: Transformation of Data 


Table H 


Means of the logarithmic transformation of total errors on 
the test task for the twelve experimental groups (standard 


deviations are in brackets below the means). 
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Table I 


Means of the inverse times 100 transformation of trials 
to criterion on the practice task (standard deviations) 


are in brackets below the means). 


Pretraining Pretraining 


Memory i D 


Oauc Sahih) 
(45) to | 
Deg 4.29 
(565) (12585) 
























set 
: } : a ” 
2isiyt to Noitenrotetsrt OOF comtd sevayat edz Yo 2n6sm 
7 
I : 
(2notisiveb bisbnste) dest oh hain eee toyed shied va 
Aenag ont wored soled a oa, - 
rs @ s 
— ——y | 
ab519 a ge” 
s! ¥ § re ae 
prfatseytes9 on farsyseys prfaterte4 | is ‘a 
Q T Os Gow qd. 7 yam 
82.2 Sia $0.2 80,2 col. Sea “i a 
(ra.) - (sa.) (€.f)> (B82).- (NE). (a 
Se dela 8.2 - £0.8 eS.p be 7 “ra 
(3S.) (as.) (aa.)  (@x.) (2f.t}! (@a.) os 


70%. 


Table J 


Means of the logarithmic transformations of trials 
to criterion on the test task (standard deviations 


are in brackets below the means). 
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